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31 January 2006
IMO (International Maritime Organization)

ICS (International Chamber of Shipping)

BIMCO

INTERCARGO (International Association of Dry Cargo Shipowners)
INTERTANKO (International Association of Independent Tankers Owners)
OCIMF (The Oil Companies International Marine Forum)

EU DG TREN (European Commission, Directorate-Generai for Energy and Transportation)
EMSA (European Maritime Safety Agency)

International Group of P & | Clubs
IUMI {International Union of Marine Insurance)

CESS (Committee for Expertise of Shipbuilding Specifics)
Copy to;: JECKU (Japan, Europe, China, Korea and USA shipbuilders’ association)
Subject; External Review: IACS Draft UR on “Hull Survey for New Construction”
Deadltine 31 March 2006
Dear SirfMadam,
In December 2003, |ACS established an expert group on new construction survey
requirements to develop a Unified Requirement (UR) on “Hull Survey for New Construction”.
The draft UR is the product of the work group.
The objectives of the UR are:

» to address comprehensive unified requirements for surveys, focusing on hull
structures, as part of the classification and statutory certification process of a new
building and to verify that ships comply with the relevant Rules and Regulations;

» to establish a link between the classification and statutory surveys (where delegated
by flag States), the developed UR and draft Goal-Based Standards (GBS) currently
being developed at the International Maritime Organization (IMQ}). It is expected that
the IMC GBS will require that IACS has a robust set of rules on huil surveys for new

ship construction; and

* to cover all survey items contained in individual member societies’ rules and relevant
statutory requirements,
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Given the impact of this new UR on shipyards and shipowners, and as part of its commitment
to transparency in delivering results to the industry, IACS Council invites external review of the
draft UR prior to its finalization, seeking to obtain professional, authoritative and objective
advice.

The IACS expert group can also make arrangements to meet with associations to provide
explanations of its work and of the contents of the draft UR, if desired.

Organizations wishing to contribute their perspectives to the draft IACS UR on Hull Surveys
for New Construction are invited to submit their comments in writing, electronically, to the
JACS Permanent Secretariat (permsec@iacs.org.uk) beginning Wednesday, February 1,
2006.

Alt submissions received by IACS by 31 March 2006 will be taken into consideration during
the follow-up review process by the IACS Expert Group for New Construction Survey
Reqguirements {IACS EG/NCSR}.

Yours faithfully,

py

Steven R Mcintyre
Chairman
IACS General Policy Group (GPG)
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